
Hekate’s Epithets 
Part One

This is a collection of seven short posts on Hekate’s epithets I wrote for my Patreon, 
accompanied by prayers. The idea behind this series is to familiarize beginners with Hekate’s 
epithets, and to renew the connection experienced devotees have with Hekate’s aspects.

Propylaia

We’re starting this series, quite appropriately, with Hekate Propylaia, “She who is before the 
gate”. This epithet of Hekate exemplifies Her aspect as a guardian. As Propylaia, She protects 
both the home and the individual, standing guard both at the literal doors of your home and to 
the metaphorical gates of your being. She is the stalwart defense against all attacks and an 
epithet I always honor and mention in ephestian1 rites.

Propylaia, alongside similar epithets that encapsulate Hekate’s protective aspects, can be more 
detached and emotionally colder towards you compared to other epithets and masks. I’ve 
noticed that Hekate, when invoked specifically in such an aspect, tends to be no nonsense and 
quite “professional”, for lack of a better term. While indirectly connected to Her epithet 
Kourotrophos (“rearing children, child nurturer”), which is one of the emotionally warmest 
aspects of Hers I have experienced, Propylaia retains the character Her domain requires: that of 
a fierce protector.

Hekate Propylaia, among other related epithets, is who you want to call upon to protect your 
home, yourself, and your loved ones. It is one of the epithets I include in my morning and 
night prayers to Hekate as well as a core epithet in any prayer for protection and safety.

However, like all Gods, Hekate’s aspects cannot be reduced to a single interpretation. As 
Propylaia, She is also a liminal Goddess of ushering the practitioner, the initiate, into the 
figurative fortress of the Mysteries. She is the one that greets and vets the seeker on their path 
to gnosis. Hekate Propylaia is, in many ways, the foremost aspect of Hekate you will 
encounter, even without realizing.

If you include Hekate in your personal worship in any manner or you are interested in doing 
so, say a small prayer to Hekate Propylaia at your next ritual or whenever appropriate 
according to your customs. There’s little need for complexity; a few heartfelt words will do 
wonders.

1 Ephestian: “of the hearth”, an adjective I use for religious and magical practice related to the household Gods 
and spirits.



Related epithets:
Empylios (“at the gate”)
Propolos (“guide, minister”)
Prothyraia (“before the door”)
Epipyrgidia (“on the tower”)
Epiteikheia (“on/of the wall”)
Episkopos (“overseer”)
Apotropaia (“averter”)
Alexeatis (“evil-averting”)

Prayer to Hekate Propylaia

I call upon Hekate Propylaia,
the Guardian, She who protects the gate,

the unyielding Goddess who ends all hostility,
to protect me and mine, to guard and keep us safe.

Powerful Goddess, Gatekeeper, Foremost One,
hear my plea and prayer, stand before me,

hold all evil at bay with your relentless fire.

Dadoukhos/Dadophoros

The torch is one of Hekate’s most popular and recognizable symbols. She’s depicted carrying 
torches more than any other object and Her epithets Δαδούχος and Δαδοφόρος (Dadoukhos 
and Dadophoros, both meaning “torch-bearer”) are well-known and well-attested.

Hekate as a torchbearer is connected to the initiatory processions of the ancient mystery cults 
(especially the Eleusinian Mysteries) as well as Her general psychopomp attributes. The torch-
carrying Goddess whose procession follows Her in the night is quite the evocative image. The 
light of the torch can be interpreted in many different ways, including the enlightenment of 
the mysteries, the guiding light of the initiatory preparations and processes, the illumination of 
life and purpose, and the symbolism of Hekate’s celestial and dual solar-lunar associations.

Hekate Dadoukhos/Dadophoros is an aspect that features prominently in my own practice and 
in the Mysteries of Hekate-Despoina. She’s the Guide, the Initiatrix, the Goddess that disperses 
divine gnosis to those who behold Her mystical light. The torch, both literal and figurative (in 
the form of a candle or lamp), is a sacred symbol and tool utilized by the practitioner for many 
reasons, practical and spiritual. This aspect of Hekate is also intimately, in my eyes, connected 
with Her aspects and epithets as Πυρφόρος (Pyrphoros – “fire-bearer”) and Anima Mundi 



(“world soul”). She is also called “the flower of fire” in the Chaldean Oracles. Fire is the 
common attribute connecting all these epithets and aspects of Hers. We can argue, 
theologically, that Hekate is the Goddess whose nature and gift of fire mirrors the Promethean 
fire of skill, survival, and craftsmanship, only in this case it is the fire of mystery, ecstasy, the 
soul, and even magic. 

Invoke the Torchbearing Goddess to reveal truths and secrets, even those of your own life and 
self unseen till now. Petition Her to guide you in your path and to illuminate with Her torches 
the right way forward. In many ways, this aspect of Hekate is one of the most approachable but
also one of those with the most capacity to usher life-altering experiences. The revealing light 
does not lie or deceive and the harshness of uncovered truths can be difficult to handle. Like the
Orphic Hymn to Hekate, we must ask Her to be gentle towards us.

Prayer to Hekate Dadoukhos

Hear me, Torchbearer, Fire-bringing Goddess,
cast your divine light upon me and my life,

guide me with your luminous torches upon my chosen path,
grant me the otherworldly warmth of your sacred flame,

show me, oh Goddess, the truth of the Mysteries you guard.
Dadoukhe, Dadophore, Megiste Thea,

stand before me and lead me to your truth,
reveal all wisdom and uncover all falsehoods,

you whose flame is divinity itself.

Einalia

The epithet Εἰναλία (“Einalian”) means “of the sea” and is one of Hekate’s most well-known 
epithets due to the popular opening words of the Orphic hymn to Hekate. Modern 
practitioners tend to associate it with water in general and by extension emotion based on 
elemental magical theory. Personally, I do not resonate with that approach, instead being more 
influenced by the Greek folkloric conceptions of the sea. The sea is a wondrous and terrible 
thing in Greek thought and must be respected and feared. Gods with power over the sea are 
propitiated to safeguard all those who traverse it. The sea is also an abode of monsters, with 
countless mythical and fabled creatures from Greek lore being sea-born. This is reflected in 
Hekate’s syncretisms too, especially in Her conflation with Kratais, the mother of the monster 
Skylla. 



From the perspective of ritual practice, both in the polis-religion and in the mystery cult of 
Eleusis, the waters of the sea have potent powers of purification. Athena’s xoanon was washed 
in the sea at Phaleron during the Plynteria festival and the initiates of the Eleusinian mysteries 
washed themselves in the same sea on the second day of the mysteries (the name of the day 
itself was Ἅλαδε Μύσται [“Halade Mystai”], literally meaning “to the sea, initiates!”). In my 
Triskelion practice, a primary tool of purification is the blessed saltwater called Meter Protogenos
(“Primordial Mother”) which is ritually created as a symbolic and miniature version of the sea. 

My understanding of Einalia is as the powerful sea-goddess aspect of Hekate. She can be both 
gentle protector and terrible destroyer, changing from one to the other on a whim, just like the
sea is called fickle in Greek folklore. The epithet clearly denotes Hekate’s power over one-third
of the triple world (Land, Sea, and Sky, as reflected in her epithets as Chthonia, Einalia, and 
Ourania), and it is often used by modern practitioners, myself included, as a fundamental 
epithet to call upon Hekate.

I don’t personally have a lot of experience with Einalia as an aspect of Hekate on Her own. The
few times I have invoked Her independently of the Orphic hymn was on the few occasions 
I’ve traveled via the sea. Because of that, I do have a prayer for Hekate Einalia, specifically to 
protect us on the sea.

Prayer to Hekate Einalia for protection during sea travels

I call upon Einalia, the maritime Goddess,
fierce face of Hekate, great queen, 

whose thought is the wave and breeze,
I implore you for your protection, oh Goddess!
Grant us safe passage through your domain,

and avert all terrors of the deep from our way.
Hekate Einalia, progenitor of monsters, friend of Poseidon,

world-spanning Goddess and mother of storms,
keep your sea in gentle slumber! 

Let kind Zephyros guide us to our destination,
and rein in the raucous tritons of the turbulent waves!

Yours is the endless mirror of the ocean,
and yours the waters of purity.

May your favor ever be upon us 
when we tread your mighty realm.



Epiphanestate

One of my favorite epithets of Hekate, and highly relevant in my own work involving Her, is 
Ἐπιφανεστάτη (“most manifest one”). She was called as such specifically in inscriptions from 
Her Carian cult centers of Lagina and Stratonikea. The epithet in its literal meaning of 
declaring Hekate the “most manifest” Goddess, points to Her frequent and intense epiphanies 
to Her worshippers. Interestingly, this is an important part of my Triskelion practice hence the 
relevance mentioned above.

Invoking Hekate with this epithet is to invite Her to quite literally manifest Herself to you, 
both in ritual and in your life. By emphasizing Her quality to make Herself known and present
consistently and regularly, you place yourself in the center of Hekate’s attention. Furthermore, 
this epithet works best in combination with other epithets, to focus its more general meaning 
and give it context and action. All epithets work best in combinations really, which is why 
hymns tend to be mostly recitations of non-stop epithets and titles. 

There’s not much to say for this epithet simply because of how straightforward it is. It is 
Hekate’s aspect as a direct, involved, and active force and presence. Among Her myriad titles, 
this is among the truly literal ones. Here’s a prayer for Hekate Epiphanestate, including a 
number of other epithets to demonstrate a good and potent combination:

Prayer to the Most Manifest One

I call upon Hekate Epiphanestate,
She who stands at all crossroads of my life,
the ever-present and all-knowing Goddess,
whose guiding hand is as gentle as a breeze,

and as monumental as a storm.
I call upon Hekate Epiphanestate,

Hekate Aglaos, Ampiphaes, Angelos,
Hekate Krataia, Episkopos, Indalimos,
Hekate Dadoukhos, Pandoteira, Soteira.

Goddess of the many names and of the many faces,
Most Manifest One, whose presence is balm and bane,

listen kindly to my supplications, Hekate, and attend my rite!



Krokopeplos

One of the epithets listed in the Orphic hymn to Hekate, “Krokopeplos” means “saffron-veiled”
and is applied to a number of deities and mythic figures, such as Eos, Iphigeneia, and Helen. 
The yellowish orange hue that is emblematic of saffron-dyed clothing is, perhaps, a strikingly 
unexpected color to associate with a Goddess like Hekate, who is mostly known for Her 
chthonic roles and stereotyped as “dark”. I’ve come across various explanations for that over 
time, such as that it is in reference to the color clouds and the sky take when illuminated by the
moon at night or at dawn, that it symbolizes the celestial attributes of deities like Hekate, or 
that it represents sanctity and blessedness due to its rarity and association with many Gods. The
source of saffron itself, the crocus, is a corm (a bulbous underground part of a plant, similar to 
bulbs and tubers) with purple flowers that blooms in the autumn. The combination of autumn, 
purple, and its underground nature are strong symbols of chthonic character, in my opinion.

In my practice, Hekate as Krokopeplos is the aspect connected to the process and methods of 
consecration in general as well as the cultivation of magic and blessings. Krokopeplos is the 
veiled holy maiden that teaches the way to make things sacred and the means to increase 
blessings and potency in one’s magical practice. This aspect of Hekate is also crucial in the 
second and third stages of the Mysteries of Hekate-Despoina and one I frequently invoke 
during ritual preparations that involve consecrations and hallowing.

Say a prayer to Hekate Krokopeplos, such as the blessing prayer I provide below, to invite Her 
subtle, sacred presence and favor into your space, life, and workings.

Blessing Prayer of Krokopeplos

Come, O Holy One, whose visage is the gentle moonlight,
and whose touch brings holy blessings to us all.

Come, Krokopeplos, O you Hekate of the Saffron,
veiled maiden of Earth and Sky, and of the Asphodel fields,

only-begotten one, Initiatrix, you who guides the lost.
Cast your manifold blessings upon (me/this item/this space/this person),

as you cast them upon your companion, Kore.
Bring a hallowed aura to (me/this item/this space/this person),

as you brought peace to Demeter’s grieving heart.
Hekate Krokopeplos, clad in Dawn’s blossoming veil,

resplendent in your glory, grant your blessings to us all!



Phosphoros

An epithet related in function to Δαδούχος (Dadoukhos) and Dadofόρος (Dadophoros), 
Φωσφόρος (Phosphoros) means “light-bearer” and “light-bringer”. It can refer literally to 
carrying light, such as a torch, but in most cases it deals with spiritual and mystical 
illumination, enlightening, and grace.

The role of light and especially light-carrying deities in ancient Hellenic polytheism was quite 
significant. These Gods, Hekate featuring prominently among them, were often connected to 
mysteries, the afterlife, and the night. Epithets like Phosphoros were also indicative of solar 
and/or lunar qualities. 

In my own practice, Hekate Phosphoros is a highly important aspect of the Goddess and one I 
frequently invoke and involve in most rituals. Her presence in mystery rites and theurgy is also 
practically mandatory for me. Phosphoros expresses the traits and functions of Hekate I 
associate most closely with mysticism, revelation, divinely inspired knowledge, and epiphany. 
The latter is obviously strongly connected to Her “Epiphanestate” epithet too. In my personal 
experience, Hekate Phosphoros feels powerful, exuding authority and respect, with more 
gentleness than other aspects but not as much as Soteira or similar ones. Hekate Phosphoros 
also feels less intimate emotionally or, more accurately, less anthropomorphized than 
Dadoukhos/Dadophoros. She is an order of magnitude more abstract and primal, we could say. 
Still, I also feel and believe, based on experience, that this is among the epithets She responds to
most intensely and actively. I have never failed to strongly sense Her presence and attention 
(i.e. attain a degree of epiphany) when utilizing this epithet in invocations*.

Calling upon and working with Phosphoros is highly rewarding on a spiritual and mystical 
level but can also bring tumultuous results. Illuminating yourself can also reveal unwanted 
parts. Phosphoros is among the aspects of Hekate that tends to draw our darker, problematic 
parts of ourselves and our lives to the forefront. She bears, quite literally, the light of truth. Just 
like Her light can reveal the truth of the mysteries, so it can reveal falsehoods. Interestingly, 
while this is an epithet I tend to involve mostly in theurgic and mystical practice, as already 
mentioned, I have also had intriguing success with magic and prayer geared towards 
unmasking liars, revealing schemes and backstabbers, and helping truth to shine (pun 
intended). In fact, this is an example of the connection between Phosphoros and Hekate’s 
justice-oriented functions.

I recommend calling upon Hekate Phosphoros to help you reveal the path ahead, to shed light 
on difficult choices or to unveil the truth. The prayer below is one I use with those things in 
mind although you can definitely write your own.



Prayer to Hekate Phosphoros for Illumination

Hekate Phosphoros, Light-bearing Guide, hear me!
Cast your divine light upon my path,

reveal the road ahead and bring clarity to my mind.
Most Manifest One whose gaze is the rays of the Sun and Moon,

whose torch-flame is the holy light of the Mysteries,
whose grace-filled presence shreds all shadows and illusions,

hear my plea and remove the dark veil from my eyes!
Bright Phosphoros, daughter of Asteria, grand-daughter of Phoebe,

shower me with the life-giving light of the Gods!
Kindly One, whose nature is Power and whose word is Truth,

cast your unyielding and loving light upon me, your <follower/devotee/priest/etc>,
burn away all inhibitions and fears, pierce all shadows of the mind and soul,

grant me the clarity to see wisdom and divine sight to discern all good.

Enodia

Ἐνοδία (Enodia) which means “in the road” is one of the most recognizable epithets of Hekate.
It is found at the very beginning of the Orphic hymn to Hekate, and has been associated with 
Hekate throughout the ancient world. As Enodia, She is a Goddess of roads, travel, protection 
of the home from outside dangers, guidance, and the night. Deeply entangled with Hekate’s 
crossroads-related epithets, Enodia is tied to roads, nocturnal travel by land, and protection to 
travelers. She is also connected to the restless dead and ghosts, as well as witchcraft. 

In fact, Enodia is a distinct Thessalian Goddess heavily conflated with Hekate in general, 
although the Thessalian Goddess retained her distinct cults and identity in Thessaly and 
Macedon until well into Roman times at least. The Thessalian Enodia (also spelled Ennodia), 
also known as the Goddess of Pherai (her most prominent cult center) was patron of a number 
of Thessalian cities and is a Goddess of the roads, ghosts, purification, funerary rites, and 
sovereignty. Both the Thessalian Enodia and Hekate Enodia were propitiated to protect the 
family from the perils of the night and the road, especially those of a spiritual nature.

In my own theology, Hekate Enodia is also the aspect of Hekate that connects. She’s the 
weaver that ties people and places of interest together. She’s the one who creates elaborate plans
and guides everyone towards their completion. In some ways, Hekate as Enodia might be the 
aspect most responsible for the modern Hekatean renaissance. Furthermore, this aspect and Her



syncretism with the Thessalian Enodia, feature prominently in the theory on Hekate’s cult 
origins which informs the theological basis of “The New Mysteries of Hekate-Despoina” 
project, as one of the major sources of Hekate’s composite cultic presence.

There are many ways to approach Hekate Enodia and Her powers are manifold. However, in 
order to keep things simple, I will share a prayer to Hekate Enodia as protector from outside, 
nocturnal perils. This is also one of Her main functions in ephestian (a.k.a. household) worship.

Prayer to Hekate Enodia for protection

I call Hekate Enodia, the wandering Goddess,
reverent guide, evil-averter, evil-subduer,

I call upon you, Enodia, Alexeatis, Damasikakos*2!
Protect us from night-terrors, guard us from thieves,

shield our home’s walls as you shielded the ancient cities,
stand guard at our threshold, oh liminal one!

Hear me, Hekate Enodia, strong guardian of the gate,
hear me, Goddess who supports and nourishes us all!

Cast your safeguarding cloak of night upon us,
hide us from ill gaze and venomous word,

keep us safe in your divine embrace!
I call upon you, Hekate Enodia, Great Goddess,

and I place my safety in your hands.

2 Modern epithet of my own creation, not attested in historical sources.


