
Hekate’s Epithets
Part Two

This is the second installment in a series of writings on Hekate’s epithets, which were initially 
written for my Patreon. Like in Part One, I have explored seven epithets of Hekate. Included 
are prayers related to those epithets’ aspects for use by anyone interested.

Anassa Eneroi

This epithet means “Queen of Those Below” and is comprised of the term “ἄνασσα”, meaning 
“queen, lady” (feminine form of ἄναξ, “anax”, which means “king, lord”), and “ἔνεροι” 
(“eneroi”), meaning “those below, those beneath the earth” in reference to the dead. Therefore, 
the meaning of this epithet is essentially “Queen of the Dead”, a title that rightfully and mainly 
belongs to Persephone. However, Hekate is heavily syncretized with Persephone, and Her 
own chthonic associations with the underworld and power over the restless dead render Her a 
queen of Her own right. 

We can even push the epithet itself further in the sense that “eneroi” simply means “those 
below [the earth]” and while it is almost exclusively a euphemism for the dead, it could also be 
expanded to mean chthonic and underworld Gods as well. In that sense, Hekate’s significance 
and status among the chthonic Gods is elevated: She’s not just one among them but their 
leader, a queen among Gods. Kingly titles like that are often ascribed to Gods as a way to refer 
to their power and authority over something – in this case, denoting Hekate’s authority over 
the dead and the chthonic Gods.

Indeed, as we know from katadesmoi and other ancient sources, Hekate was infamous for 
being able to return the dead to the realm of the living, albeit in a necromantic, ghostly 
manner. Even so, on a mythical-theological level, only someone with adequate authority could
open the otherwise impassable gates of Hades and let the dead through in such a way. Hekate’s 
queenly status among the dead and the Underworld signifies the authority that goes beyond 
the limits of a psychopomp deity.

In my own practice, Anassa Eneroi features prominently when I perform necromancy or 
ancestral workings. In the case of necromancy, She is called upon in that guise, among others, 
to release and bring forth the shades of the dead for the workings of magic while in the case of 
ancestral rites, She is called upon as overseer and custodian of the dead in general. Beyond these
particular reasons, I might invoke Hekate as Anassa Eneroi when dealing with the restless dead 
or if I am otherwise exposed to the dead in an unfavorable or troublesome manner, for 
protection and guidance.



Here’s a prayer I utilize for Anassa Eneroi when calling Her to safeguard me from the 
troublesome dead:

Prayer to Anassa Eneroi for chthonic protection

I call to Hekate, Anassa Eneroi, Nerteria,
Shrouded Goddess of the Underworld,

you who holds the keys to the gates of Hades,
companion of Persephone, guide to the dead,

whose power tames and soothes the restless shades. 
<stomp the ground thrice>

Hear me, Hekate, Queen of Those Below,
Nyktipolis Chthonia, Aoroboros, Aidonaia,

shield me, Goddess, against the bloodthirsty shades,
against all evil and harm that ascends from the earth’s depths,

bind them all with your marvelous power,
you whose blinding light and fearsome darkness,
is obeyed by all – dead, mortal, and God alike.

Protect me from peril, Anassa Eneroi,
and hold fast the bindings of the unquiet dead.

Angelos

“Angelos”, which means “messenger”, is a title used both for divine and mortal messengers as 
well as an epithet for Artemis and, more specifically, Hekate. Angelos is also a Goddess born of 
Zeus and Hera, according to a myth recounted by the scholiast of Theocritus’ Idylls. According
the myth recorded in the scholia, Angelos stole Hera’s ointment and gave it to Europa. In order
to escape her mother’s wrath, Angelos hid in the house of a woman giving birth, and then 
among people carrying a dead man, both instances being consider miasmic in ancient Greece 
and something Gods would normally avoid. These efforts polluted Angelos and Zeus ordered 
the Kabeiroi to purify the Goddess. They did so at the Acherousia lake (an analogue of the 
Acheron river), consequently granting Angelos a chthonic character and power over the 
underworld. The scholiast mentions this myth in relation to Hekate and equates Angelos with 
Her.

Artemis was worshiped with the epithet Angelos in Syracuse, and there is evidence in 
inscriptions of a deity Angelos being worshiped in Selinus, in connection to the temple of 
Demeter Malophoros there, which we know included Hekate. Rituals and celebrations 
involving the Eleusinian deities were performed in Syracuse as well, with Hekate’s 
announcement to Demeter regarding Persephone’s abduction being reenacted in the form of 
an Ionic dance called ἀγγελική ὄρχησις (“angelike orchēsis” roughly translated to “messenger’s 



dance”). Furthermore, the Greek text of the Homeric hymn to Demeter mentions Hekate’s 
message to Demeter with the phrase “ἤντετό οἱ Ἑκάτη, σέλας ἐν χείρεσσιν ἔχουσα 
καί ῥά οἱ ἀγγελέουσα ἔπος φάτο φώνησέν τε” (translated as “Hecate, with a torch in her hands, met
her, and spoke to her and told her news” by Hugh G. Evelyn-White).

In general, Angelos can be understood as Hekate’s role as an intermediary, both in the 
Eleusinian myth and in cultic practices related to that divine group. “Angelos” also means 
“angel”, and it is possible to draw a – much later – connection to the angeloi of the Chaldean 
Oracles and PGM with whom Hekate is affiliated in various ways. There is also a subtler 
connection to Hekate’s powers of mediation in Hesiod’s Theogony (lines 416-421), where She 
is mentioned to have influence over whether prayers will be answered favorably, and that She 
is to be called upon when one performs offerings and prays to the Gods for favor.

In my own practice, I consider Angelos as one of Hekate’s most liminal aspects, alongside those
epithets referencing physically liminal spaces (e.g. crossroads, roads, gates, and thresholds, such 
as Trioditis, Enodia, Propylaia, Prothyraia etc). I also honor Her in this aspect when I want to 
propitiate other Gods or when I want to ensure a favorable response to my prayers and rituals, 
effectively treating Her as an intercessor. To that end, I have a short prayer I employ for those 
reasons.

Intercessory Prayer to Hekate Angelos

Hear me, Hekate Angelos, liminal one!
I call upon the Goddess of the Crossroads,

She who knows and reveals all things,
Demeter’s messenger and kindhearted advisor.
I call upon Hekate Angelos, the intermediary,
She who oversees all prayers and holy rites,

and who grants a fair and favorable response upon them all.
Intercede on my behalf to the immortal Gods,

Hekate Angelos, whose words are sweet as honey,
and more persuasive than the most wondrous spell.

Lend a caring ear to my humble plea,
and bless it so it reaches the Gods with goodwill.

Apotropaia 

“Apotropaia” is the grammatically feminine form of the ancient Greek adjective “apotropaios” 
meaning “evil-averting” (the word in modern Greek has taken the meaning of “abominable”). 
Many deities are given the epithet Apotropaios/Apotropaia as guardians against evil and 



misfortune. Practices meant to deter or avert evil abound within ancient Greek culture, both 
religiously and magically.

Hekate’s apotropaic aspect in antiquity was probably more closely related to Her protection 
over the home, in the sense of averting outside evils, as well as safeguarding people during 
travel. It might also have been connected to Her power over ghosts, phantasms, and the restless
dead, in the sense of keeping those at bay. Furthermore, we could make a case that Hekate 
Apotropaia could also have been related to protection against baneful magic (“witchcraft” in 
the eyes of the average ancient Greek).

In modern practice, we can expand Hekate’s apotropaic aspect even further, given Her 
extremely diverse and polyvalent powers. For example, one could count Apotropaia among 
Hekate’s aspects related to childbirth and child-rearing, with the specification of warding the 
mother and child against harm. Another example would be as averter of disease and illness, 
given Hekate’s connection to pharmakeia (in some ways the ancient precursor to 
pharmaceuticals) and purifications.

In my own practice, I call upon Hekate Apotropaia in purifications, wards, protections, and in 
prayers for keeping one safe (e.g. if I have to return home late at night through dangerous 
areas). I also call upon this epithet in conjunction with Brimo, for preemptive protection 
against hostile spirits. Here’s a prayer I use when I need to invoke Hekate as Apotropaia more 
explicitly:

Prayer to Hekate Apotropaia against all evil

Come, Night-wanderer, come, Hekate Apotropaia,
hear me, Alexikakos, Alexeatis, Damasikakos,

grant me safe passage Evil-Averter, Enodia,
ward me against all danger, Hekate Apotropaia.

I call Hekate Apotropaia, Hekate Soteira, Hekate Megiste,
She whose power exceeds all and who burns away all evil,

to keep me safe and protected with Her holy torches,
whose blessed light turns away all baneful shades,
whose divine flame burns away all vengeful spirits.

Protect me, Hekate Apotropaia, Kindly One,
and let no evil grow near me or mine.

Brimo

Brimo, which may mean “angry”, “terrible”, or “terrifying” (Greek: Βριμώ) is an epithet 
applied to a number of related deities, such as Hekate, Persephone, Demeter, and potentially 



Kybele. It denotes the wrathful aspect of these Goddesses (as does the epithet “Erinys”, meaning
“Fury”, commonly held by Demeter), their terrifying, vengeful form. At the same time, it is 
connected to the mysteries, since it is in this aspect, mythically, that some of them give birth to 
Gods of mystery (Persephone Brimo and Dionysos, Demeter Erinys/Brimo and Despoina). 
Brimo also appears as an epithet to Hekate and chthonic Goddesses in the Greek Magical 
Papyri.

Brimo is the aspect of Hekate’s that embodies divine terror, the powerfully inhuman guise and 
presence of the Gods in their wildest expressions. Moreover, it is the driving force of the less 
civilized aspects of the mysteries, when ecstasy takes over in a form of mania or enthousiasmos, 
and beast-like behaviors can be experienced. It is also part of the punitive aspects of Hekate and
other deities, connected to punishment, revenge, divine justice, and destruction. 

It is a difficult, elusive aspect to define, since its wild traits take it beyond our capacity to clearly
and cleanly place limitations and definitions upon this aspect. Brimo is strongly connected to 
magic and chthonic practices, and an epithet that almost doubles as a vox magica or barbarous 
name. In my own practice, Hekate Brimo is the “unmasked” aspect of the Goddess, free of the 
conventions we place upon Her to make Her more palatable or approachable. She is wrath, yes,
but She is also the unbridled power of nature and the earth, the currents of power found in 
extreme natural phenomena such as earthquakes, hurricanes, blizzards, and forest fires. Due to 
that, I also connect the epithet to storms as many other modern practitioners do, a connection 
that only has a tenuous historical basis on a Suda entry regarding propitiations to Hekate and 
other Gods. Still, modern conceptions and expansions on the Gods’ aspects, functions, and 
domains are not something to be rejected thoughtlessly.

Informed by the Hekataeon’s praxis, I also approach Brimo as a spirit-subduing, purifying, and 
banishing aspect and name of Hekate. Hekate Brimo is the mightiest defender against hostile 
spirits that reject appeasement or pacification, and Her torrential fury is as cleansing as the 
land-altering waves of the sea. As an apotropaic face of the Goddess, Brimo is the burning 
guise of Hekate that utilizes the more destructive and unconstrained elements of Her divine 
flame. 

Here’s a prayer I sometimes use when dealing with a troublesome entity:

Prayer to Hekate Brimo against hostile spirits

Come, roaring flame, Hekate Brimo!
Come, blade-sharp wind, Hekate Brimo!

Come, earth-splintering wave, Hekate Brimo!
Mistress of magic, Terrible and Wrathful One,
You who slew Giants and Titans, your kin,

to safeguard the cosmic order of Gods and mortals alike,
stand against this foe that torments me, Hekate Brimo,

reduce them to ash if they move to harm me.



Hekate Brimo, whose mighty blade is the Sun,
and whose voice is thunderous curse to all enemies,
blot out the names of these beings that wish me ill,

bring your vengeful force unto all malice,
and subdue these spirits that oppose your devotee!

Come, Hekate Brimo, Hekate Damnodamia, Hekate Alexikakos!

Khthonia

“Khthonia” is an epithet (the feminine form of χθόνιος “khthonios”) meaning “in/under/of the 
earth”, “earthly”. It is mainly applied to Gods of the earth and the underworld, such as aspects 
of Hermes, Demeter, Hades (“Zeus Khthonios”), Melinoe, Dionysos and others. Hekate is 
often called by this epithet, most popularly in Her Orphic hymn, but Hesiod also alludes to this
aspect when he mentions Hekate’s dominion over earth, sea, and sky.

Some people avoid interacting with this aspect of Hekate’s much, considering it “dark” or 
dangerous due to the associations with the dead, but we must not limit ourselves with such 
fears. Hekate Khthonia is Hekate of the Earth, and She is as much a queen of the dead as She is 
the mother of poisons and cunning woman of herbcraft. Khthonia can also be associated with 
riches and fertility, both the domains of the earthly Gods. 

In Khthonia we can see and rediscover the cyclical changes of nature and the earth, the 
agricultural mysteries urban-dwellers have forgotten, the secrets of soil, bone, and seed. She is 
both the terrifying visage of cold death and the nurturing face of vegetation and plenty. The 
darker elements connect this aspect with the epithets of Psychopompos, Anassa Eneron, 
Nekyia, and Aidonaia, among others. On the other hand, the nurturing elements connect 
Khthonia with the epithets Kourotrophos, Pandoteira, Pantrophos, and Pangaia, among others.

In my personal praxis and theology, Khthonia is one of Hekate’s main and most overarching 
aspects and epithets, alongside Ourania and Einalia. Just like the world is divided in those three 
realms, I group most of Her known (and new!) epithets under those main three. Their 
inherently general and expansive nature makes it easy to organize and categorize things that 
way.

Here’s a prayer to Khthonia I use in what I call “cosmogonical” rituals (that is, a set of rituals 
performed through the year as a kind of mystical drama or unfolding theurgic story – more on 
those in a future post):

Prayer to Hekate Khthonia

I call to Hekate Khthonia, the earthly dame!



Hear me, Goddess, and attend this rite.
Rise from the earth like the harvest,

reveal your secret knowledge,
which is hidden like seeds in soil,

nurtured and grown with your honeyed words.
Goddess of the tripartite world,

of the earthly realm and underworld,
you who is both cold death and verdant life,

hearken to this litany of your devotee,
and bring forth the fecundity of nature you hold.

Restore and empower me, Hekate Khthonia,
for I am but one among the countless seeds you care for.

Ourania

“She received honor also in starry heaven, and is honored exceedingly by the deathless gods.”
- Hesiod’s Theogony (Translation by Hugh G. Evelyn-White)

The epithet “Ourania” (Οὐρανία) meaning “heavenly, celestial” is ascribed to Hekate in the 
Orphic hymn. It describes Hekate’s celestial, “Olympic” aspects, those that define Her as a  
universal Great Goddess. Symbolically, the epithet can be associated with Soteira and 
Epiphanestatē, among others. Hekate Ourania is the Goddess that spans the heavens, that holds 
power over all things, aptly described as “Lady” and “Queen”.

In general, Ourania is among Hekate’s more approachable aspects. Like most celestial Gods, 
this is an aspect that is “safe”; this is a Goddess worshiped in public temples and altars, openly 
and accessibly, one that is accepted by all and who showers all worshipers with mercy, 
blessings, and favor. Even so, by delving deeper in a devotional relationship, one can see that 
this aspect of Hekate can be mind-boggling in Her vastness and Her reach. The heavenly Gods
are the ones most amicable and gracious towards humans (in most cases), but they are also awe-
inspiring in their power. 

Hekate Ourania is a benevolent, gentle, subtle Goddess. Praying to Her and performing rituals 
– simple or complex – in Her name with this epithet as the focus can fill one with what can be 
described as “transcendental” feelings: awe, mercy, universal connection, divine love, 
enlightenment. Admittedly, due to other, more earthly parts of my practices, I have not 
engaged too deeply with Ourania. Still, Her presence is a necessary balancing factor when I get
too involved and overwhelmed by chthonic forces and practices.

This epithet can also be associated with the stars and astrology. In that sense, Hekate Ourania is
Hekate that approaches and expresses Her mother, Asteria, and the other Gods of the 



firmament. This is one of the associations I personally want to explore the most: specifically 
Hekate Ourania as leader or ruler of the planets and planetary spirits. 

Finally, Hekate Ourania is associated with an aspect called “Mother of Angels”. This is Hekate 
as the foremost Goddess that creates and rules over angelic spirits. I have not personally 
experienced Her this way much (yet!), but a dear friend and fellow practitioner has had 
incredible experiences with angels and Hekate as their ruler and mediator.

Here’s a prayer to Hekate Ourania I use when I call upon this aspect specifically:

Prayer to Hekate Ourania

Heavenly Goddess, Saffron-cloaked one,
who is eternal, who is ineffable,

Hekate Ourania, celestial one, friend of Zeus,
honored exceedingly by the deathless Gods,
Lady who spans Olympus and Caucasus,

Mother of Angels, merciful Savior,
luminous Goddess, bringer of awe and favor,
allow me to glimpse your glory and splendor;

like the birds that soar the skies,
let me soar in your divine love,

that fills all things under your watchful eyes.

Soteira

Soteira means “savior” (in the feminine form of the Greek epithet “soter”) and is an epithet 
applied to many different deities. In ancient Greek thought, especially earlier, it tends to denote
actual salvation, such as miraculous intervention during a terrible event, and is less about the 
salvation of the soul, although that meaning did exist and eventually became more significant 
in later antiquity. 

Soteira is among Hekate’s most transcendental aspects, comparable to Ourania, Megistē, and 
Epiphanestatē. The salvific powers of Soteira extend to the mysteries in their soul-transforming
and afterlife-altering qualities as well as indicate literal salvation and protection from peril. As 
such, it is an aspect and epithet that can be included in almost every prayer or ritual involving 
Hekate (or any God one might consider a savior). The baggage a lot of polytheists carry, and 
not without reason, from their Christian past and Christianity’s cultural influence has 
unfortunately tainted the idea of salvation and savior-Gods. However, allowing that to 
continue to happen is a disservice to our Gods and religions. Ignoring or avoiding a vital aspect
of our Gods is both a waste and an unnecessary limitation. If the terms “savior” or “salvation” 



give you pause, stop, take a deep breath, and think: do we not pray to the Gods for aid and 
protection? For health and happiness, for success, luck, love, and all good things? Isn’t safety, 
both physical and spiritual, equally significant? The polytheistic conception of salvation isn’t 
necessarily tied to the image of a punitive God but a host of Gods loving humanity and 
wishing to safeguard it.

With that perspective, Hekate Soteira is one of the most merciful and loving aspects of this 
Goddess, in the guise of which She usually asks for naught but piety and devotion. I personally 
make it a point to include Soteira in almost every prayer I offer to Hekate, always reminding 
myself through the epithet that She is my foremost protector and guardian, the one I can turn 
to when things are difficult.

Here’s a prayer I use when I feel lost or in need of Her soul-soothing presence:

Prayer to Hekate Soteira

Gracious Goddess, Highest of the immortals,
you whose mind is mercy and whose gaze is balm,
Great Hekate Soteira, Goddess most resplendent,

stand by me in this dark hour,
when my intellect wavers and my soul aches,

cast your soothing torchlight, the light of the heavens, upon me,
grant me refuge, Goddess, you whose presence is sanctuary,

guard me against all evil, protect me from all impurity,
guide me through this mire of misfortune,

unto the verdant plains of eudaimonia and virtue.
Be a shining pillar by my side, Hekate Soteira,

and ever will my words exalt your honor.


